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^s/4/     BIG  GAME  INVENTORY  FOR  1965 


Compiled  in  the  Bird  and  Mammal  Laboratories 
Division  of  Wildlife  Research 


This  1965  inventory,  based  on  returns  of  the 
accompanying   form  by   50  States,   is  the 
best  present  information  on  abundance 
of  our  big  game   specieso    We  are 
grateful   to  the   State  game  de- 
partments and  to  officials  of 
the  National  Park  Service 
and  National  Wildlife 
Refuges,   and  to  the 
regional  offices 
of  this  Bureau 
for   their 
coopera- 


The 
total 
kill  of 
all  species 
in  1965  declin- 
ed by  3„17o   from 
1964o   The  take  was 
up  by  5o67o  for  white - 
tailed  deer,   16o77o  for 
caribou,   21.3%  for  grizzly 
bear,  33 » 2%  for  polar  bear,  and 
18o27o  for  wild  boar„    It  was  down 
by  10o5%  for  elk,  14o97o  for  mule  deer, 
13o47o  for  black-tailed  deer,   18o77o  for 
pronghorn,   and  65o37o  for  bighorn  sheep„^ 
The  take  of  wild  turkey  increased  by  3o37o. 


tion. 


The  United  States  Department  of  the  Interior,  created  in  1849,  is  concerned  with  "»«»«§«"'«"»'  3 
servation,  and  development  of  the  Nation's  water,  wildlife,  fish,  minera  ,  forest,  and  park  and  recreational 
resources.      It  has  major  responsibilities  also  for  Indian  and  Territorial  affairs. 

As  America's  principal  conservation  agency,  the  Department  works  to  assure  *«'  -^^^^^i^  J; 
sources  are  developed  and  used  wisely,  that  park  and  recreational  resources  are  conseo^ed  f-  '^^  f»ture 
and  that  renewable  resources  make  their  full  contribution  to  the  progress,  prosperity,  and  security  of  the 
United  States,  now  and  in  the  future. 


PART  1. --Species  Reported  by  Western  and  Eastern  States,  1965 


Alabama 

Alaska 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut. . . . 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Hawaii 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Kentucky 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts.  . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi. .  . . 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Hampshire,. 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina. 
North  Dakota. . . 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island. . . 
South  Carolina. 
South  Dakota. . . 

Tennessee 

Texas 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia.  . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

Total 


mo. 

9,000  D 


NOS 
51  D 


NOS 
NOS 


440  F 
NOS 
NOS 
1  G 


8  D 
NOS 


10,400 


Pop. Est. 


150,000  M 

S 

3,000  S 

40 
7,000  S 

85  S 

125  M 
25  S 

30  M 
S 


Kill 


NOS 
150  B 
1,469  F 


13,595  D 


NOS 

14,064  F 


183  A 
NOS 


7,660  F 
NOS 
10  D 
1  G 

1,162  F 
NOS 
NOS 


12,266  DF 
NOS  C 


150  D 

7  E 
997  D 
NOS 
NOS 
11,150  F 


12,564  AF 


75,428 


Pop. Est. 


1,500  M 
8,250  M 

2,800  S 


2,400 
30  S 


260  S 

1  L 


500  M 


350  S 
5,000  S 


50,000  M 


IffllTE-TAILED  DEER 


Kill 


17,100  BCF 


3,618  AF 
17,140  A 


584  DG 

768  A 
20,000  ABCF 
21,000  F 


8,721 

2,800 

7,990 

824 

4,572 

25,000 

37,282 

10,398 

2,242 

115,340 

128,000 

21,865 

19,156 

20,160 

7,020 

NOS 

10,897 

6,315 

300 

67,419 

40,000 

26,130 

394 

4,258 


99,788  D 

62  AD 

25,000  ABCF 

7,700  D 

5,000  ADF 

202,273  BCDE 

16,570  A 
27,983 

5,600  F 
19,683  AD 
103,739  A 


Pop. Est. 


205,000 


33,000  M 
240,000  M 


7,000  M 

3,000  S 

160,000  M 

80,000  S 

S* 

M 

60,000  M 
28,500 
24,000 
62,000  M 

M 

180,000  S 

60,000  M 

10,000  S 

550,000 

750,000  S 

185,000  M 

M 

37,000  M 

47,500  M 
48,000  S 

S 

375,000  M 

300,000  S 

S 

40,000  M 
S 

400,000 

1,200  S 

110,000  M 

70,000  M 

80,000  M 

2,500,000  M 

180,000  M 
200,000  S 
55,000  S 
110,000  M 
500,000  M 
M* 


BLACK  BEAR 


Kill 


NOS 
1,200  ABC 
131  F 
BC 

1,281  D 
728  D 


20  ABCF 
400  G 


NOS 
1,150  DF 


524  F 
89  D 


NOS 
1,080  F 
NOS 
NOS 
211  D 

4 
626  F 
648  AD 
600  AF 


2,500  C 
347  D 


10  C 


26  AD 


298  A 
246 
7,400  F 
75  AD 
252  A 
337  AF 


Pop. Est. 


200 

S 

1,600  S 

500  M 
S 


1,000  s 
1,000  L 


M 

7,000  SM 


6,000 


25  S 
900  S 


M 

4,000  S 
10,000  S 


1,500 


50  S 


450  M 

150  L 

200  S 

2,500  S 

900  S 

25,000  S 

550  S 

5,000  M 

S 


WILD  TURKEY 


8,100  BCF 

1,971  F 
1,181  A 
NOS 
489  D 


28,600  F 

5,000  F 

NOS 

NOS 

NOS 


20  B 
300  C 


NOS 

82  A 
NOS 
2,950  BC 
476  AD 
950  F 
1,282  A 
2  D 

NOS 
1,857  F 

1,000 


2,932  DF 
15,285  C 


2,500  AC 

201  AD 
12,852  C 
48  D 

3,610 

100  AC 
1,582  AD 

946  AF 


94,316 


Pop. Est. 


100,000 

30,000  S 

25,000  M 

5,000  M 

80,000  S 

11,000  M 

1,500  S 

...M 

M 

200 
500 
21,000  S 
M 

75  M 
3,000 

S 

45,000  M 
M 

5,500  S 
350  S 

M 

10,000  s 

50,000  M 

50,000 

30,000  M 

12,600  S 

4,500  M 

250,000  S 

s 

50  S 

10,000  S 

1,000  M 

6,000  M 

1,500  M 

M 


*  Idaho;  Wyoming;   White-tailed  deer  combined  with  mule  deer. 

**  New  Hampshire:   White-tailed  deer  includes  612  accidental,  588  unreported,  etc. 

NOS  -  No  open  season 


PART  2.— Foreign  Species,  1965 


STATE 

EUROPEAN  WILD  BOAR 

BARBARY  SHEEP 

AXIS  DEER 

FERAL  GOAT 

FERAL  SHEEP 

FERAL  CATTLE 

MOUFLON  SHEEP 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop.  Est, 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

California 

Hawaii 

3,000  F 
10,000  BCD 
8  BC 

40 
83  AD 

M 

80,000  S 
8  L 

300  S 
2,000  M 

50  C 

NOS 
i^A 

M 

.  ...M 

250  S 

1,000  ABC 

4,000  S 

5,000  ABCD 


10,000  S 

350  ABD 

4,000  M 

20  BC 

100  S 

22  A 

500  M 

New  Hampshire.  . 

New  Mexico 

North  Carolina. 

Tennessee 

Texas 

TOTAL 

13,131 

-- 

66 

- 

1,000 

-- 

5,000 

-- 

350 

-- 

20 

-- 

22 

.. 

PART  3. --Species  Reported  by  Western  States  Only,  1965 


STATE 

GRIZZLY  BEAR 

MUIE  DEER 

BLACK-TAILED  DEER 

PRONGHORN  ANTELOPE 

MOUNTAIN  CARIBOU 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop, Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Alaska* 

825  BG* 

NOS 

30  F 
NOS 

.... *** 

.  . .  S* 
S 

10  S 

12,000  BC 

SM 

10,500  M 
S 

150  S 
M 

160 

6,000  S 

3,175  S 

M 

6,000  L 

L 

27,250  S 

10,300  M 

1,500  S 

L 

NOS 
NOS 

13,476  AF 
27,240  D 
103,032  D 

190,000  M 
S 

698  F 

'.'. 

40,858  D 

S 

5,045  D 
NOS 
977  D 

NOS 

100  M 

Idaho    

56,438  F 
514  AF 

•kit 

S 

8,000 
** 

s 

69,980  F 
10,189  A 
16,811  D 
28,216  F 
4,470  F 
45  AD 
71,637  F 
3,850  D 
9,275  BCE 
88,043  ACF 
16,000  F 
63,606  AF 

18,630  F 

1,238  A 

185  D 

1,445  A 

1,206  F 

43,000  S 
200,000  L 

M 

S 

500  S 

L 

41,000  M 
100,000  S 
300,000  L 
160,000  L 
L 

NOS 

North  Dakota. . 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. « 

47,732  F 

L 

369  D 

5,100  D 

890  E 

51  D 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington. . . . 

31,700  F 

210,000  L 

15  S 

25,57  3  AF 

Total 

855 

-- 

582,822 

-- 

132,290 

- 

61,407 

-- 

-- 

-- 

STATE 

PECCARY  (JAVELINA) 

BIGHORN  SHEEP 

MOUNTAIN  GOAT 

AMERICAN  BISON 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Kill 

Pop. Est. 

Alaska* 

Arizona 

California. . . . 

Colorado 

Idaho 

Montana 

Nevada 

New  Mexico. . . . 
North  Dakota.. 

Oregon 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington 

Wyoming 

5,231  F 

83  A 
1,300  BC 
........ 

42  A 
NOS 
40  D 
53  D 
125  F 
24  D 

4  A 
NOS 

5  A 
NOS 
NOS 

138  AF 

2,750  M 
2,500  S 

S 

2,500  S 
M 

70  M 

M 

S 

124  M 

140  M 

M 

600  C 

3  D 
214  D 
460  F 
NOS 

5  A 

391  F 
NOS 

S 

S 

5  S 

M 

7,000  S 
S 

31  A 
150  A 

NOS 

19  E 
NOS 

..M 
.  .S 

20,000  S 

S 

125,000  S 

200  S 
74  M 

S 

Total 

6,614 

-- 

431 

-- 

1,673 

-- 

200 

-- 

*  Alaska:  Grizzly  bear  and  brown  bear 

combined. 
**  Minnesota:  Mule  deer  combined  with 

white-tailed  deer, 
iv**  Wyoming:  Grizzly  bear  and  black  bear 
combined. 

#  Alaska : 

Polar  Bear  -  376  kill,  BC;  S 

Dall  Sheep  -  887  kill,  D;   M 

Barren  Ground  Caribou  -  30,000  kill,  BC; 

Walrus  -  1,250  kill,  ABCF;  90,000 

Determination  of  Kill: 

A.  Checking  stations 

B.  Interviews 

C.  General  field  observations 

D.  License  stubs  or  card  returns 

E.  Ranchers'  coupons 

F.  Questionnaire  to  license  holders 

G.  Illegal  or  accidental  kill 

Population  Trend: 
L.   -   less 
M.   -  more 
S.   -  same 


PART  4. --Estimates  of  Numbers  on  State  Parks  and  Refuges,  1965 


State  Parks 
and  Refuges  — 

Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California. . . . 
Connecticut. . . 

Florida 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Minnesota 

New  Hampshire. 
New  Jersey. . . . 
Rhode  Island, . 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington. . . . 
West  Virginia. 
Wisconsin 

Total 


57 


WHITE-TAILED 
DEER 


2 

000 

5 

000 

25 

50 

000 

5 

000 

10 

150 

30 

500 

.. 

25 

.  J 

— 

5 

,000 

BLACK 
BEAR 


50 


BIGHORN 
SHEEP 


28 
24 
20 


AMERICAN 
BISON 


320 


WILD 
TURKEY 


500 
2,000 

10,000 


100 


12,600 


i/Mlssissippl,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
and  Wyoming  gave  no  report. 


Where  a  population-trend  letter  is  Shown  with 
figures,  the  figures  indicate  the  best  esti- 
mate of  total  population  and  the  letter  symbol 
indicates  the  apparent  trend  this  year. 


PART  5.— Estimates  of  Numbers  on  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  1965 


WHITE-TAILED 
DEER 


MULE     OTHER 
DEER     DEER  1/ 


PRONGHORN 
ANTELOPE 


BIGHORN 
SHEEP 


BLACK 
BEAR 


Alabama 

Alaska  2J 

Arizona  3^/ 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Delaware 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Iowa 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts. . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi, . . . 

Missouri 

Montana  4 / 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Jersey 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

North  Carolina. 

North  Dakota 

Ohio 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania. . . 
South  Carolina. 
South  Dakota. . . 

Tennessee 

Texas  i_l 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 

TOTAL 


8,600 


475 
279 


132 


38 


30 
1,161 


720 

53 

150 


20 
488 


10 
8,000 


138 


6,558 


105 

575 

2,037 

15 

3,98! 

50 

160 

612 

600 

250 

37 

2,250 

3,723 

3,180 

1,050 

841 

600 

252 

300 

1,130 

1,928 

25 

1,526 

175 

1,960 

570 

502 

12,543 

100 

203 

250 

3,450 


690 


1,190 
139 


635 


278 
60 


400 


4,147 

480 

2,015 

1,257 


35 

85 


1,200 
500 


125 


2,742 

110 

1,337 


103 

1,200 

190 


600 
50 


11 

120 

5 


20 
20 


133 


1 
620 


1,608 


50 
2 


8,770 


9,452 


51,676 


11,805 


2,760 


7,120 


2,288 


953 


\J   Included  in  this  column  are  Sika  deer;  fallow  deer; 

Sitka  deer;  black-tailed  deer;  and  Key  deer 
l_l   Also  1,645  Alaska  brown  bear;  1,485  caribou; 

3,053  reindeer;  932  Dall  sheep;  and  119  mountain  goat 


3_/  Arizona  -  Also  150  peccary 

4_/  Montana  -  Also  4  mountain  goat 

^/  Texas  -  Also  375  peccary 


PART  6. --Estimates  of  Numbers  in  Areas  Administered  by  the  National  Park  Service,  1965 

[Estimate  of  population  trend:   L,  less;  M,  more;  S^,  same.   Estimate  of  relative  abundance:  A,  abundant;  C,  common;  R,  rare;  I,  Infrequent 
(transient  through  area)] 


NATIONAL  PARKS: 


Black  Bear:  Bryce  Canyon  I;  Crater  Lake  28M;  Everglades  R-S;  Glacier  200M;  Grand  Canyon  I-S;  Grand  Teton  lOOS;  Great  Smoky  Mts.  190S; 
Lassen  Volcanic  20S;  Mesa  Verde  R;  Mt.  McKinley  I;  Mt.  Rainier  75S;  Olympic  250S;  Rocky  Mountain  30S;  Sequoia-Kings  Canyon  C-M;  Shenandoah 
175M;  Yellowstone  500S;  Yosemite  C-S;  Zlon  I.   Grizzly  Bear:  Glacier  lOOM;  Grand  Teton  I-S;  Mt.  McKinley  C;  Yellowstone  250S.   Peccary: 
Big  Bend  3,500S.   Elk:  Bryce  Canyon  I;  Carlsbad  Caverns  17M;  Crater  Lake  50M;  Glacier  1,900  M;  Grand  Teton  2,000S;  Mt.  Rainier  350M; 
Olympic  5,000S;  Rocky  Mountain  1,000M;  Wind  Cave  218L;  Yellowstone  11,800L;  Zion  I.   Mule  Deer:  Big  Bend  3, DOOM;  Bryce  Canyon  A-L;  Canyonlands 
450M;  Carlsbad  Caverns" 1,600S;  Crater  Lake  900M;  Glacier  550L;  Grand  Canyon  1,560M;  Grand  Teton  175S;  Lassen  Volcanic  1,150M;  Mesa  Verde 
700M;  Mt.  Rainier  310S;  Olympic  2,000M;  Rocky  Mountain  600M;  Sequoia-Kings  Canyon  A-S;  Wind  Cave  70S;  Yellowstone  C-S;  Yosemite  A-S;  Zion  C. 
White-tailed  Deer:  Acadia  900S;  Big  Bend  500S;  Everglades  C-S;  Glacier  430S;  Great  Smoky  Mts.  280M;  Mammoth  Cave  3,000M;  Piatt  5-S; 
Shenandoah  800S;  Virgin  Islands  R-L;  Wind  Cave  I-S.   Moose:  Glacier  135M;  Grand  Teton  250S;  Isle  Royale  7003;  Mt.  McKinley  C;  Yellowstone 
450S.   Pronghorn  Antelope:  Big  Bend  30M;  Carlsbad  Caverns  I-S;  Grand  Canyon  I;  Grand  Teton  I-S;  Petrified  Forest  35M;  Wind  Cave  210L; 
Yellowstone  200L.   American  Bison:  Grand  Teton  19S;  Piatt  6M;  Wind  Cave  275L;  Yellowstone  450L.   Mountain  Goat:  Glacier  700M;  Mt.  McKinley 
I;  Mt.  Rainier  350S;  Olympic  275M.   Bighorn  Sheep:  Canyonlands  60S;  Glacier  150S;  Grand  Canyon  150S;  Grand  Teton  40S;  Mesa  Verde  85S; 
Mt.  McKinley  3,500;  Rocky  Mountain  240S;  Sequoia-Kings  Canyon  R-S;  Yellowstone  300S. 

NATIONAL  MONUMENTS.  NATIONAL  RECREATION  AREAS  AND  PARKWAYS: 

Black  Bear:  Bandelier  18S;  Black  Canyon  I-S;  Blue  Ridge  56S;  Chiricahua  I-M;  Colorado  I;  Coronado  I-S;  Coulee  Dam  I2L;  Devil's  Postpile 
I-S;  Dinosaur  I-S;  Fort  Clatsop  2S;  Glacier  Bay  A;  Glen  Canyon  I;  Great  Sand  Dunes  5S;  Oregon  Caves  I-S;  Saguaro  I;  Whiskeytown  CM. 
Grizzly  Bear:  Glacier  Bay  C;  Katmai  A.   Peccary:  Chiricahua  60M;  Coronado  20S;  Organ  Pipe  Cactus  125S;  Saguaro  C-S;  Tonto  C-S.   Elk: 
Bandelier  I-S;  Black  Canyon  I-S;  Blue  Ridge  45L;  Colorado  20S;  Craters  of  the  Moon  R-L;  Dinosaur  I-M;  Flaming  Gorge  150M;  Fort  Clatsop 
36-;  Great  Sand  Dunes-' lOS;  Mt.  Rushmore  R-S;  Walnut  Canyon  I-S.   Deer:  Both  white-tailed  and  mule  (including  black-tailed)  deer  populations 
in  the  reporting  areas  remain  essentially  the  same.   Moose :  Flaming  Gorge  I-S;  Glacier  Bay  R;  Katmai  A.   Pronghorn  Antelope:  Badlands 
150S;  Chaco  Canyon  I-S;  Craters  of  the  Moon  250M;  Dinosaur  I-S;  Flaming  Gorge  300S;  Grand  Canyon  R-M;  Great  Sand  Dunes  60M;  Lava  Beds  IDS; 
Organ  Pipe  Cactus  15S;  T.  Roosevelt  40L;  Walnut  Canyon  6L.   American  Bison:  Badlands  75M;  Colorado  14M;  T.  Roosevelt  178M.   Mouptaip  Goat: 
Glacier  Bay  C;  Mt.  Rushmore  12S.   Bighorn  Sheep:  Badlands  15L;  Black  Canyon  R-S;  Death  Valley  750S;  Dinosaur  lOOS;  Glen  Canyon  R;  Grand 
Canyon  SOS;  Great  Sand  Dunes  25S;  Joshua  Tree  150S;  Lake  Mead  C-S;  Organ  Pipe  Cactus  50S;  T.  Roosevelt  93. 


